Minutes
EI McCulley School Advisory Council Minutes
September 28, 2011

Called to order at 6:04 p.m. 

In attendance
Natalie Favotto, Sandra Booker, William Fraser, Andrea Fraser, Amber Morris, Jan Levesque, Tom Smith, Rita DeLuca-Gates, Lea McEvoy, Laurie Angrove, Kirsty Durrant, Cindi Sonnenberg (late), Cathy Chorro (late)

Absent
Rebecca Smit

Opening
Reviewed the SAC meeting expectations
· Begin and end on time -90 minute time limit
· Agenda items to be submitted to the chair at least 2 days prior to meeting
· Listen to each other with respect and trust
· Be open to new ideas
· Focus on the future
· Focus on the positive
· Keeps our students at the centre of all decisions
· When we agree to disagree, we agree to move forward in a professional manner

Election of a Chair
Laurie Angrove nominated Lea McEvoy
Seconded by Sandra Booker
Lea McEvoy graciously accepted

Approval of Minutes
Sandra Booker read minutes from June’s meeting and moved for acceptance of the minutes.
Motion seconded by Kirsty Durrant
Motion carried unanimously

Budget and Reports
Reviewed budget, fundraising summary and SAC achievements
Lea McEvoy motioned for acceptance of reports
Cindi Sonnenberg seconded
Motion carried unanimously

Principal’s Report
Staffing
· Ms. Di Dimenico on leave, Ms. Jones in the AM
· Mrs. Chilcott had a baby boy, Ms. Hannigan in the PM
· We have 5 EAs 3 full time, 2 part time, Ms. Hopcroft, Ms. Friesen, Ms. McKnight, Mrs. Merritt, Ms Kimberley
· Mrs. Stewart has been increased to full time at Parliament Oak, there was a posting and Ms. Hiscoe is now on contract



ProGrant
· We received approval for ProGrant and are moving forward with the Power of One presentation on October 11th. Will be announced in the newsletter.

Volunteer Badges and chart
· Goal to keep better track of volunteers
· Volunteer info will be put in a chart for staff
· Volunteers must read and sign volunteer and confidentiality forms
· When people come in to school to volunteer they must sign in and receive a volunteer badge at the office

Food and Beverage Policy
· School traditionally ran pizza lunches, SAC ran pasta and sub lunches
· As of Sep. 2011 the Food and Beverage policy is very strict
· For pizza lunch we ordered whole wheat crust, no fat cheese and turkey pepperoni. Changes were not communicated to the students. We did stipulate that it meets the policy requirements.
· We are allowed 10 exemptions which would included fun fair, bake sales, etc 
· Mr. Sub has all info on compliance with new regulation, Subway did not. The Principal is responsible for ensuring we are compliant with PPM 150 therefore school should take over this area.
· Should we use some of the exemptions for pasta lunches??
· We will try a few compliant pasta lunches and see how the students like them
· Complying with the rules does cost more money (small sub = $3.00 if over 50 orders, so would have to charge approximately $5.00 for the sub) – would not include a dessert item, but would include milk or possibly and apple.

New Technology & Equipment
· New smart board purchased and will be housed in Mrs. Stewart’s room however it is portable.
· New projector and 5 new netbooks also purchased (now have 30 netbooks in total)
· Also purchase d a few new desk top PCs and 2 more Document cameras (one with new smart board, one with a projector)
· We have a double basketball net in the back playground and a shorter “bucket ball” for grade ones (just waiting to be installed)

SAC Mailbox
· At reception, for parents to communicate and to collect outside mail for SAC
· Rita gathered together SAC papers which will need to be reviewed/thinned out and housed (Lea to go through them) 

Fees for Learning Materials
· Provincial policy regarding what we can and cannot charge for at the school
· We can charge for student activity fees, agendas, fieldtrips and special events (as long as there is an alternative for students who choose not to participate)
· Fees cannot be charged for workbooks or any fees relating to completing curriculum
· Suggestion to give parents advanced notice regarding the fundraisers we will be holding
· Need to purchase recorders, we have 30 and need approximately 40 more. The recorders are $4.00 each and students can either purchase one or borrow one (recorders can be sterilized at school) 
· William Fraser motioned for SAC to fund the purchase of the recorders, Seconded by Laurie Angrove, All those in favor = 8, motion passed

Dance a thon to be held in October and will have a Monster Mash theme for Halloween celebration



 Calendar
· Cross country and soccer have begun
· Sep. 30th – Spirit Day
· Oct.  5th – Celebration Assembly (9:15am)
· Oct.  6th – Provincial Election, EI is a polling station
· Oct.  7th – PD Day
· Oct. 11th – Power of One presentation (1:30 – 2:10 Primary & 2:30 – 3:10 Junior)
· Oct. 17th – Waste Reduction week begins
· Oct. 18th – Parent Info night – SNAP (Stop Now and Plan) all parents are welcome
· Oct. 19th – Picture Retake day
· Nov. 02nd – PIC Conference

EQAO comparison handed out and reviewed
· School has been stressing reading 
· Reading increased for both Grade 3 & 6
· Grade 3 had a substantial increase in writing and Grade six had a slight decline
· Mathematics needs to be reviewed, goal to be determined
· “Bump It Up” will continue and will be used in writing endeavors in addition to reading

Growing Success document available online via the ministry website; Rita ran through some key points regarding assessment and academic honesty etc.

Chair’s Report and General Business
· SAC members unapproachable, perhaps each member can recruit a parent to volunteer or come to a meeting
· Discussed possibly changing meetings to another day of the week
· Laurie Angrove moved to keep meetings scheduled on the last Wednesday of each month, Seconded by Sandra Booker, all those in favor = 7, motion passed
· Fundraising to be discussed further next meeting however Jan Levesque volunteered to organize MacMillan’s fundraiser with a Dec. 7th delivery date. William and Andrea Fraser both volunteered to help with distributing orders on this date.
· Breakfast club is currently being handled by EAs and 2 staff members

Next Meeting
Wednesday October 26th, 2011 at 6:00 pm, in the library

Meeting adjourned at 7:45 p.m.
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